4/14/72 

* Dear lira. Herron and nr. Hull, 

Tha last letter iiatt wrote me, or at least 1 preume it was iiatt, was missing from the 
envelope when that arrived. The postal service took Tull credit for the omission, which leads 
me to hull .eve it ua y have been accidental. X replied to the address on tne envelope, asking 
an address to which I could send a copy of ny hook Fltdi— UP, which uses some of the rather 
good work Hatt did in Memphis at tile tine of the king assassination, and I've iiad no 
^response. It has been many months. I presume they are all well and now r . turning or planning 
their return. 

In his obscervtiy "An American Death" Berold frank treats iiatt rather shabbily. In 
fact, he drags him in by the hells for purposes of ridicule. I suspect it is because 
frank is tho running dog of the government and delayed hia book to make it an answer i-o 
nine. There is no apparent reason for any non tion ox iiatt in it, certainly noge for 
ridicule. 

I have confronted frank only once, by phone, when he was on a radio show. This, of 
course, is a sta ck ed deck, and although I had little chance to tal^ b and none to end. his 
fillibuatering,. the producer of that show lias told no the nan was literally shakt.ig. X 
orosume this is because ho was a 'witness to a confrontation 1 nave on f/ in -«ow York with 
both V/illiaa Branford -^uie and the nan. then actually in charge of tho prosecution, now a 
judge, jo tli have since been silent on tho subject and frank, realizing the integrity of 
ilia book was ruined before ha net his -.,100,000 contract, came rushing up to no after the 
show in some hysteria, do, although ho haa. agreed to another live confrontation, in St. 

Louis ia several weeks, and is 'to be asked to uo one with' ay by phone in Hay 1 (.Jim Bason, 
kuO), 1 iiav.i a notion lie will not. 

However, in each case I have been promised the 3how will go on. In each case 1 should 

to both respond to and i-inn this miserable; thing he has done with iiatt. Aside from 
the ridicule he refers to Hatt&s arrest in Baltimore without explanation and calls him a 
"photograplioi'-investigatcr" in a deprecating .mnner, making no mention of Black Starr in 
the first case nor in the second of matt's belief he was not an investigator. He phoned me 
for help when he was in hemphis. I taped that conversation, as I did what ho piped to me 
over tiie phone, and wirnt he had already taped shewed he needed no tr ain i ng to consider 
himself a comae tent investigator. lie did well. The rascal frank uses a sycophantic rewriti n g 
of what 1 use! that .Hitt gave me. The includes some of his original notes. I took only 
part of them when he gave mo all of them, intending the get the rest later ana now wanting 
to endanger all of then, but I never got buck to Jew Orleans before ho left. have preserved 
those X took, if he wants then back on his return. If either of you has the remainder, they 
were in a small, I tiiink cardboard box and I would welcome access to them now for otiier 
reasons, my book being out and itself ;.osassinated. 

;:y chief purpose in writing ia for three tilings that you :-ay have, iiatt haa a great 
Tdctura of ilia running awojt from some over stuffed deputy/thug during- a racial disturbance 
In tho south. I wanted to use it in the book, but he felt modest. I'd like to stuff it 
ia frank's face, on eanera, if either of you has it and will lend it to me. He is smiling 
as lie r uns , o mera 3 slung on both sides, and as he explained it to me, he knew they d o®t 
after him so he left his heavy bag and everything he woulan t absolutely need behind, so 
he could be fleet of foot. Perhaps, as parents souethimes do, you have clippings of the 
Baltimore amus emen t park demonstration which tell3 the story of -what was accomplished there, 
not that iiatt was arrested, but the violence he and tho others faced for principle. And you 
nay have a clipping that relates to the fort Detrick vigil against bacteriological warfare 
of .diich ho was part. Both, of course, have become national policy, i/hile frank was waxing 
rich and famous with such aocially-useful writing as lurid uescriptions of the murder of 
women who were left with broomsticks projecting from their vaginas, iiatt was pioneering 
c image that has come to pass. I would really like very much, in confrontation or —a any 
equal-time response, to be able to lay that despicable commerci al! zer out for mat he 
is, I write to see if you can lend me these things or supply copies. 'The picture was 

not fiatUs, but was oh hia by a photogrpaher unknown to me. Thanks, and beat to then. 



